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APPROVED MINUTES 
STATE CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

Thursday, June 10, 2010 
Richard Bryan Building 

901 S. Stewart Street Suite 5004, Carson City, NV 89703 
 

The Nevada State Conservation Commission held a public meeting on June 10, 2010 - 10:00 am at 
the Richard Bryan Building, 901 S. Stewart Street, Carson City, NV 89701.  The State Conservation 
Commission considered and acted on the following items on June 10, 2010. 
 
Board Members Present:  Joe Sicking, Paradise/Sonoma CD;  Vance Vesco, Big Meadow CD; Chris 
Freeman, Nevada Tahoe CD; Eric Rieman, Carson Valley CD; Leland Wallace, Esmeralda CD; Joseph 
Fortier, CD of Southern Nevada; Ed Foster, NV Dept. of Agriculture ; Donna Lamm, Southern Nye 
County CD. 
 
Board Members Absent:  Dr. Rangesan Narayanan, UNR College of Agriculture Biotechnology and 
Natural Resources. 
 
Others Present:  Jim Lawrence, Acting Administrator, NV Division of Conservation Districts; Kelly 
McGowan, NV Division of CDs; Sandi Gotta, NV Division of CDs; Brandi Ré, NV Division of CDs; Bruce 
Peterson, State Conservationist, NRCS; Kerry Benson, Deputy Attorney General, NV Attorney General’s 
Office; Pam Griswold, President, NvACD; Scott Leedom, Southern Nevada Water Authority;  Andi 
Kemmerer, District Manager, Washoe-Storey Conservation District. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER- Quorum established. 
A. Chairman Sicking called the meeting to order at 10:05 am.  Introductions were made of those 
present.  Commissioner Lamm joined the meeting via teleconference. 

 

II. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA - *ACTION* 
A.  The agenda was approved as written via a motion to approve by Commissioner Freeman, 
seconded by Commissioner Wallace, motion passed.   

 

III. REVIEW, AMENDMENT AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES - *ACTION* 
A. Approval of Minutes from March 25, 2010:  A motion to approve the minutes as written by 
Commissioner Wallace, seconded by Commissioner Freeman, motion passed.   

 

IV. PUBLIC COMMENTS – No public comment. 
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V. REPORTS TO THE COMMISSION- Status of Division of Conservation Districts 
1. General – Jim Lawrence –   

a. Mr. Lawrence updated the commission on the current budget shortfall for 
district vehicle liability insurance of nearly $12,000.  Funds were requested 
from IFC to make up the difference and were approved for FY10; however 
were not approved for FY11 and a source will need to be found to cover the 
cost. The item will not be funded in the next biennium.  The cost will be 
placed on the districts and will vary by district depending on the number of 
vehicles they have insured.   

b. Budget instructions indicate a division reduction of 10-15 percent.  The 
breakdown is 10 percent over what was approved in FY11 minus the 
reductions that occurred in the special sessions, on top of which agency staff 
are taking furloughs, merit step increases are frozen and longevity pay is 
eliminated for the biennium.  All agencies are going through an exercise 
called ‘Priorities of Government’; which requires the division to identify 
activities and match them with statutes and essential or core functions of 
government.   Staff will be developing the priorities of government as part of 
the budget development process and will be a large part of the division’s 
workload this summer.  

c. The letter of support to NvACD regarding the Livestock Care Standards Board-
Resolution #3-2009 presented by Big Meadow CD and the letter on the 
commissions position on feral horse is ready for Chairman Sicking’s 
signature and distribution.  Staff will send the letter to legislatures and 
media sources.  Commissioner Wallace made a motion for Chairman Sicking 
to sign the letter, seconded by Commissioner Freeman, motion passed. 

d. After a lengthy discussion, the commission suggested the drafted letter be 
submitted as an animal rights BDR.  Jim will follow-up to see if there is a 
deadline for commissions to submit a BDR.  As an agency the deadline has 
already passed.  Pam Griswold, NvACD will draft a BDR for the state with 
the commissions support and seek legislators’ support for the bill. 

e. Jim reviewed item two of six of the commission strategic plan priorities.  The 
division has been receiving district priority lists and a database will be 
created once a greater response has been received.  Sandi commented that it 
has been a slow process but progress is being made.  This will allow the 
division to develop partnerships and statewide outreach; while being able to 
match funding sources for the districts’ priority projects. 

2. General/Correspondence – Kelly McGowan & Sandi Gotta   
a. Kelly updated the commission on the contribution agreement between the 

division and NRCS.  The agreement will assist the division in meeting with 
the districts and will help educate the districts on the programs available 
through NRCS.  In addition, the agreement will provide funding for staff to 
update the conservation district supervisor handbook. 

b. Kelly reviewed the National Fish and Wildlife draft contract.   The Desert 
Terminal Lake funding will initially provide $67,000.  Some of the funding 
will be used for alternative/specialty crop production and the marketing of 
the specialty crops.  A marketing strategy will be developed for niche crops 
at open-air or farmers markets. One scientific study has linked soft skinned 
fruits treated with certain pesticides to ADHD in children. An additional 
goal will be to attract younger farmers and cultivate the next generation of 
agriculture producers.  Commissioner Lamm will send Kelly information on 
what specialty crops work well in Southern Nevada. 

c. Sandi updated the commission on the MOU agreement with EPA, NDEP, 
NvACD, SCC, Division of Conservation Districts and the Inter-Tribal 
Counsel.  There has been interest in rejuvenating the agreement.  A sub 
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committee was formed with RC&D and NRCS with an interest in doing 
projects in Elko County.  There has been a push through the Obama 
administration to work with tribes.  Sandi attended a rural development 
meeting last week where the focus was tribal partnerships and emphasis on 
how to get the tribes involved.  Other agencies, including Forestry were 
interested in the MOU and signing on as participants to the agreement. 
 

VI. AGENCY UPDATES – 
A. Nevada Department of Agriculture – Ed Foster  

1. Ed reported Wal-Mart will use the Dept. of Agriculture logo on locally grown 
produce.  Wal-Mart is making efforts to purchase local produce whenever possible and 
executives requested a list of all Nevada organic producers.   
2. They have received 20 proposals for specialty crop grants.  The department funded 19 
grants last year ranging from$8,000 to $10,000 per grant.  The department received a 
grant to market the grant program on the radio.  The grant will allow more local growers 
to get started.  Schools are also participating in school-yard gardens provided by the 
grants.    
3. 11 seasonal employees were hired in March and started working in various mediums 
in May.     
4. 10,000 lbs. of waste pesticides were collected through a free public service program 
funded by an EPA grant. 
5. 130+ people have been trained and certified as treatment applicators. 
6. 200 jugs of strychnine were produced and 100 have been sold out of the 
Winnemucca field office, however, the office is still officially closed. 
7. IFC approved funding for the state veterinarian position which had been eliminated 
in the budget cuts.  They will fill that position July 1st.  
8. The department lost their Chief Chemist and Ed Foster is still the acting Chief 
Chemist.  

B. UNR College of Agriculture Biotechnology and Natural Resources– Dr. Rangesan 
Narayanan – No Report 
C. Natural Resources Conservation Service – Bruce Peterson – 

1. Program Update:  Program application and contracting is on schedule with 150 
contracts.  308 applications were received; funding has been approved for half of the 
demand.  Farm and Ranchland Protection Program (FRPP) approved 5 contracts – 
NRCS’ share is $4.7 million.  12 High Tunnel contracts have been funded.  The Sage 
Grouse Initiative sign-up was very successful receiving 50+ applications.  There are quite 
a few Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program contracts on public land with partnership 
between BLM and USFS.  Practices for the most part include pinion/juniper removal, 
fence marking and removal, and water developments.  Next year should provide some 
activity in the Wetland Reserve Program.  One Agricultural Water Enhancement 
Program application has been received from Diamond Valley for assistance with the 
conversion of irrigated to dry-land operations. 
2. Staff Report:  A partnership on a shared biologist position in Yerington with 
USFWS was acquired to focus on Sage Grouse (Bi-state sub-species).  Currently 
working with NDOW on one or two shared biology positions for Elko and Reno.  The 
overall workload has increased and next week they will begin advertising for several new 
field office positions including technicians and range conservationists.   
3. Vehicle liability insurance funding cut could possibly be an issue for NRCS.  May 
possibly have to pull district vehicles if coverage is lost.  
4. Bruce is looking forward to the contribution agreement being finalized and getting 
additional assistance from the Division of Conservation Districts. 

D. Nevada Association of Conservation Districts – Pam Griswold – 
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1. The website is in production and the designer Brett Tyler is requesting information 
to put on the site. A request was made to the commission, agencies and districts to 
provide any information that will enhance the site. 
2. The state meeting will be held in Pahrump on November 3 – 4; however after a 
discussion it was found that due to district elections the first week in November that 
late October would be preferred.  Pam informed the commission that she is working to 
have Dave White, NRCS Chief as a speaker.     
3. William Kirby from Esmeralda CD will be attending the wild horse and burrow 
advisory board meeting being held in Denver, CO June 14-15.   
 

VII. OLD BUSINESS 
A. Update on the proposed closure of the College of Agriculture, Biotechnology and 
Natural Resources. - *ACTION* - No action taken. 

1. Commissioner Freeman updated the commission on CABNR.  The animal science 
and veterinarian science program won’t be intact and the bio research department has 
been reduced.  The range program is still be there.  

a. A meeting will be held this summer to develop the curriculum and decisions 
will be made on which classes will be kept. 

b. A recommendation to eliminate Dr. Rang’s position has been made and it is 
unsure if Dean Thawley will return.  A total of fourteen positions were lost 
in the College of Agriculture.   Everything will remain open for one year to 
provide notice. 

c.  The main station will remain open and will be evaluated to see if it can 
become self sufficient.  Kevin Piper took a position at UC San Louis Obispo 
and resigns in July; therefore the main station is left without management 
and they may not fill the position. 

d. The meat processing plant is the only local organic processing certified by 
the USDA. If it closes that will be the end to organic meat in the area. 

e. Washoe County would like a portion of the main station ranch for the 
McCarran ring road and a portion for flood control.  The property includes 
3,000 acre feet of water and 1400 acres. 

f. SBarS Ranch is to be sold.  Legislation through Harry Reid to make funding 
available to the pyramid tribe to purchase ranch is being proposed.  

g. Cooperative Extension, Forestry and Wildlife are separate from the College 
of Agriculture and will not be affected. 
 

VIII.  NEW BUSINESS 
A. Discussion on the environmental process used when out-of-basin water transfers are 
proposed.  - *ACTION*  Jason King, State Engineer, Nevada Division of Water Resources  

1. Interbasin Transfers – Environmentally Sound?  Criteria used by the state engineer 
when deciding whether or not to approve or deny an application. 

a. Criteria – four primary criteria (NRS 533.370) is there unappropriated water, 
does the use of the water conflict with existing rights, does the use of the 
water threaten to prove detrimental to public interest, does the use of the 
water conflict with existing domestic wells?   

b. Additional criteria adopted in 1993 & 1995 (NRS 533.370) applicant must 
show good faith intention to construct the works necessary to put the water 
to beneficial use with reasonable diligence and must have the financial 
ability to construct the project and apply the water to beneficial use with 
reasonable diligence. 

c. In 1999 further criteria was added (NRS 533.370) stating the applicants need 
to justify the need to import the water from another basin and if the state 
engineer determines that a plan for conservation of water is advisable for the 
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basin into which the water is to be imported and the applicant has 
demonstrated that such a plan has been adopted and effectively carried out. 

d. Is the proposed action environmentally sound as it relates to the basin from 
which the water is exported?; whether the proposed action is an appropriate 
long-term use which will not unduly limit the future growth and 
development of the basin and any other factor the state engineer determines 
to be relevant? 

2. Interbasin transfers are not a new idea.  The first transfer was in 1873 from Marlette 
Lake to Virginia City. 
3. The definition of environmentally sound has an intuitive appeal, however the 
legislature did not provide any specific criteria that the state engineer should consider in 
statute; and review of the public record and discussion leading up to the enactment of 
this language found no specific operational or measurable criteria for use as the basis for 
a quantitative definition.  The meaning has been left to the state engineer’s discretion to 
interpret.  The state engineer did not consider his office to be the guardian of the 
environment, but rather only the guardian of the groundwater and surface water in the 
state.  The state engineer looks to those types of interest and protections found in the 
water law. (To review the State Engineer’s report, please see the attached power 
point presentation.) 

B. Review compliance of Districts to Open Meeting Law. (NAC 548.110 (1,2,3,4)) -
*ACTION*  

1. The commission reviewed the district report logs.  Staff will follow up with those 
districts that have not held their three meetings.  * No action taken. 

C. Review of Conservation Districts Budgets for FY 2011. Determination of compliance of 
Budgets with legal requirements (NAC 548.120 (2)). -  *ACTION*    

1. The commission and staff reviewed the districts’ budgets and made note that due to 
districts losing their county funding, there is an increase in in-kind match.  
Commissioner Freeman made a motion to approve all district budgets with request to 
staff to send notice to those districts showing $4,200 in state funding vs. $4,000, 
seconded by Commissioner Rieman, motion passed. 

D. Review of Conservation Districts Annual Work Plans for FY 2011. Determination of 
their compliance with legal requirements (NAC 548.120 (2)). -  *ACTION* 

1. The commission and staff reviewed the districts’ annual work plans.  The 
commission found 28 districts within the legal requirements.  Commissioner Fortier 
made a motion to approve, seconded by Commissioner Freeman, motion passed. 

E. Review of report log to verify submission of annual reports and final financial reports 
for FY2009. (NAC 548.110 (7)). - *ACTION* 

1. The report log was reviewed and the commission found all 28 districts in 
compliance.  Commissioner Fortier made a motion to approve, seconded by 
Commissioner Freeman, motion passed. 

F. Preliminary finding of “Good Standing” status of Conservation Districts (NAC 548.090 
(1)).  - *ACTION* 

1. The commission found all 28 districts in ‘good standing’ with the stipulation that 
those districts that had not yet submitted agendas and or minutes of their third meeting, 
do so within the 30 working day timeframe.  Commissioner Rieman made a motion to 
approve, seconded by Commissioner Freeman, motion passed. 

G. Preliminary designation of Conservation Districts eligible for Basic District Operating 
Grants in FY 2011. (NAC 548.120 (2)). - *ACTION* 

1. The Commission determined that all 28 districts are eligible for their basic district 
operating grants.  Commissioner Fortier made a motion to approve, seconded by 
Commissioner Wallace, motion passed. 
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IX. COMMISSIONER ITEMS 
A. Comments, Report, Items to be included on the next agenda. 

1. Update CABNR 
2. Final determination of ‘good standing’ – update on seven districts. 
3. New BLM published feral horse plan. 
4. Proposed Owyhee Desert monument. 

 

X. PUBLIC COMMENTS – No public comment. 
 

XI. NEXT COMMISSION MEETING - *ACTION* 
A. Next SCC meeting – teleconference, Division of Conservation District office – Wednesday, 
July 28, 2010 at 11:00 am. 

 

XII.  ADJOURNMENT - *ACTION* 
Commissioner Freeman made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner Wallace, meeting 
adjourned at 2:50 pm. 
 

 


